
St. Patrick PTO 

November 14, 2012 

 

 

The meeting was called to order at 6:05pm by Angie Beckhold.  A Catholic school passage was read followed by a prayer.   

 

MEETING PARTICIPANTS:  Tricia Beachnau, Angie Beckhold, Heather Boyd, Jenny Chamberlain, Patti Darling, 

Stacy Fox-Elster, Krista Hausermann, Trisha Kelly-Myers, Jackie Morris, Nikki Mosser, Michele Pelc, Audra Pline, Mara 

Pline, Sara Pratt, Janet Pung, Terri Roe, Jenny Sandborn, Shayla Schneider, Lynn Wood, and Amy Zimmerman.   

 

Teachers in attendance were Mrs. Gayle Thelen and Mr. Terry Austin. 

 

There were 22 people present. 

 

Angie Beckhold asked if introductions were necessary but all members felt well acquainted and agreed to get the meeting 

started.     

 

REPORTS: 

Secretary’s Reports:  October Minutes:  Jackie Morris did not have any changes to report for the October 2012 

minutes.  No other members had any comments, changes, or corrections therefore the October 2012 minutes were 

approved.  The minutes are on-line at http://www.portlandstpats.com/pto.htm for anyone who wishes to review them. 

 

Treasurer’s Report: Presented by Amy Zimmerman.  Amy stated October was a very good month mainly due to 

Kidsfest ($2,249.20), the book fair ($501.16) andthe uniform sale ($197.50).  There was additional income form 

Cookbooks ($12.00).  Income from the pop can drive held in October is still pending. 

  
Income      $3,482.56 

Expenses & other purchases         ($259.08) 

Net Income for the four months ending 10/31/2012      $3,223.48 

 

Committees:   

 Luncheon – Kim Schrauben will be holding a meeting at her house on Friday, November 16
th
 at 6:30 to plan the 

next teacher luncheon on December 13
th
.  There is no theme yet so if you have any ideas or would like to be a part 

of the process please contact Kim Schrauben.   

 Wish List – SeeNew Business.   

 Teacher/Principal appreciation – Krista Hausermann reported that Principle Appreciation Dayjust wrapped up and 

it was another great success.  She received approximately 320 cards from the students for Mr. Hodge that were 

very well done.  Krista stated the cards were a wonderful added touch to his fruit basket and gift card to the 

Outback Steak House.  The teacher appreciation committee provides a monthly service of cleaning the teacher 

lounge and providing snacks.  The months of December, January, and April are filled but she is still looking to get 

the other months covered.  If you are interested in getting on the list pleasecontact Krista Hausermann at 

kkh624@gmail.com.   

 Box tops –Janet Pung reported that a check for $2,695.18 will be arriving December 15
th
.  There will be another 

competition during Catholic Schools Week.  Tricia Beachnau’s mother-in-law has volunteered to trim Aunt 

Millie’s and Tyson labels.  There will be reminders going out in January for Bonus Box Tops at Meijer.   

 Pop cans –Audra Pline and family worked the last pop can drive on October 27
th
.  Audra estimates a total of $50 

was brought in.  There was an idea that we should consider holdingthe pop can drives in conjunction with other 

school functions.  Angie will look at the school calendar and see what is on the agenda that we could partner up 

with. 
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mailto:kkh624@gmail.com


 Kidsfest –This was the first year for the PTO running Kidsfest.  Michele Pelc reported that it took around 45 

workers and a lot of hard work but it was a successful event that raised approximately $2,000 for the PTO.  

Michele stated game tickets were down by 679 compared to last year.  But on a positive note the raffle tickets 

were up 72 tickets from last year so maybe the early bird drawing was helpful after all.  With other functions 

taking away many families (confirmation/football games) the Kidsfest committee feels next year we can do even 

better.  There were more expenses this year for buying prizes but many prizes were not used and will be carried 

over to Kidsfest 2013.     

 Used Uniform Sales –Tricia Beachnaustated the next sale will be held during Catholic Schools Week.  Sales are 

up by $70 from this same time last year.   

 Book Fair –Audra Pline reported that the book fair did very well.  The book fair had $2,586.52 in pre-tax sales 

which entitled us to take either the cash option of 25% ($646.43) or split between the cash option at 25% and 

Scholastic Dollars at 50%.  It was decided that we would take $500 in cash and the balance in Scholastic Dollars 

earning us $293.63 in Scholastic Dollars.  We also earned an additional $200 in Scholastic Dollars for various 

customer rewards offered by Scholastic.  When added to our beginning balance of $416.78 we had a total of 

$910.41 in Scholastic Dollars available by the end of the sale.   We used $397.66 to purchase the balance of the 

books in the teacher’s wish list bins leaving a Scholastic Dollar balance of $512.38.  Since the close of the book 

fair Audra has purchased another$400 worth of books for the library to be used towards the Library Christmas 

Project.  With this purchase the Scholastic Dollars balance is currently just over $100.The loose change 

challengebrought in around $100.  This is down from last year by$300.  Audra felt that was due to not sending 

Ziplocs baggies home with the students to collect at home as well as at school.The trivia challenge was an 

excellent change this year from the physical challenge/race.  Audra came up with a number of questions for the 

teachers to answer with categories ranging from nursery rhymes to Harry Potter.  Buzzers were borrowed from the 

quiz bowl team for the teachers to use.  If the teachers didn’t know the answer the children in the crowd were very 

eager to help with an answer.The students and teachers enjoyed the challenge.   

 Public Relations- Nothing new at this time.  There is also room to sign up for the many committees.  Look for 

another Meet and Mingle/Movie.  If you have any questions or are interested in helping please contact Jackie 

Morris at jackiemattmorris@yahoo.com. 

 Playground-Nothing to report, sign up going well.  Please contact Trisha Kelly-Meyers if you would like to 

volunteer or have any questions at tkellymeyers@yahoo.com. 

 

Teacher Information:  Mrs. Thelen reported how thankful Mrs. Cook was to receive the books donated to the library 

from the PTO.  She also expressed a thank you from every teacher that received books as well.  She stated the teachers are 

very thankful for everything the PTO does.  Mrs. Gorzen made a delicious batch of Oreo truffles.  (Thank You!) 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

 Sign Up Genius: A great new tool that the PTO has plans to utilize more in the future. The free web 

sitewww.SignUpGenius.com provides users a way to create custom sign-up lists for various activities.  The PTO 

has already used the site for Pay It Forward and the Veterans Day celebration.  Trisha Meyers has requested that a 

sign-up be created for the playground volunteers. The site is user friendly and available for anyone to use.  Author 

Visit: Kathy Cook sent a list of authors to Angie.  Angie has sent an email to one author but has not heard a 

response.  Angie will continue down the list until she can reach an author.   

 Wine Tasting:There was a brief discussion about changing the month for the Wine Tasting.  It was agreed that we 

would not change months.  It was noted that while this year it fell on the opening day of deer season this has not 

been an issue in the past.  In addition it was brought up that November is the last Wine Tasting offered before the 

holiday season which may be to our advantage.  Angie gave a friendly reminder to support the PTO by attending 

the Wine Tasting at the Wagon Wheel on Thursday November 15
th
 at 6:30pm.  The cost of $20 per person gets 

you in the door and includes a nice sampling of wine/beer and plenty of appetizers.  Angie gave thanks to all 

those who provided baskets/gifts for the raffles.   
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NEW BUSINESS: 

 Website: Tricia Beachnau had a conversation with Sue VanLente about the PTO managing its own webpage.  

They agreed that this may be a good time for the PTO to develop their own webpage.  This is in the early stages 

but the plan is to have the link currently on the St. Patrick Schoolwebpage link directly to the new PTO webpage.  

Tricia is looking for feedback of what people would like to see on the website such as classroom page, class 

representative list, etc.  If you have any thoughts please contact Tricia Beachnau at pabeachnau@gmail.com. 

 Christmas programDVD:   Two years ago the PTO sold DVD’s of the program for $5 each with a net income of 

$85.  Angie asked if the PTO would like to try doing this again. Sarah Pratt mentioned that her husband has 

experience in this area willask if he would be interested in helping out.  Mr. Austin also made a recommendation 

on someone else with experience in this area.  It was decided that if Eric Pratt was not available we would pursue 

other options.  There was no final decision as to whether the PTO would proceed with the project.  It was decided 

to wait until we have someone willing to produce the DVDs before any final decision was made. 

 Meet and Mingle/Movie: This will be held again during the Catholic Schools Week. It looks like it might be at the 

end of the week this year rather than the beginning.  The school’s Catholic Schools Week committee has only just 

started planning therefore a date for the Meet and Mingle/Movie will be determined once their schedule is in 

place.  

 Lenten Soup Ministry:  The PTO sponsored a soup dinner last year with great success.  Angie will look at the 

calendar and sign up the PTO to sponsor another dinner.  

 

Teachers were dismissed at 6:50pm. 

 

 WISH LIST:  Audra Pline asked for a budget amount for the teacher wish list.  An undisclosed amount was 

agreed upon.  Audra wanted to know if the teachers for the specials should be included (Art, Gym, Spanish, and 

Music), all members felt that these teachers should be included and therefore will be added to the wish list 

program.  Audra is looking for shoppers and asked each classroom representative if they would be willing to do 

the shopping for their teacher, each representative agreed to the task.  Each class representative was given their 

teacher’s wish list.  Additional volunteers were recruited to shop for teachers who do not have pre-assigned 

representatives.  A delivery date and time was discussed but will not be disclosed at this time. 



Meeting adjourned at 7:10pm with a closing prayer. 

SAVE THE DATES 

 December 13
th
, Teacher Christmas Luncheon 

 December 15
th
, Pop Can Drive 

 January 27
th
-February 2

nd
, Catholic Schools Week 

 

2012/2013 PTO MEETING SCHEDULE, Room 116 unless otherwise noted. 

 December 19
th
, Wagon Wheel 

 January 16th 

 February 20th 

 March 20
th
 

 April 17
th
 

 May 15
th
, Wagon Wheel 
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